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THERE can be no finality in mission work among the
|

heathen as long as there are heathen in the world, i

There can be no fixed and impassable limit to the work

and the expenditure of a missionary society as long as it

continues to be a living force striving faithfully to fulfil

its God-given commission. From the very beginning of

the Society's history a Divine compulsion has urged it

forw.irJ, and work has created work on an ever larger
^

scale.

The Forward Movement was not a fanciful and arbitrary

attempt to celebrate the Scci .ty's Centenary by the addition

of J 00 missionaries to the staff. The number was sug-

gested by the fact that the Society was completing 100

years of labour—years crowded with evidences of God's

blessing on humble faith and consecration, and rich in

trophies of Divine grace gathered from many fields. The
need of increase on a large scale had, however, long been

apparent as the Directors obtained repeated evidence of

the inadequacy of the missionary stafif to cope with the

demands of an ever-increasing work. It was felt that the
j

occasional appointment of one or two additional mis-

sionaries in cases of extreme pressure did not in any sense

meet the need, and that the whole field required substantial

sity seven years ago, are pressing still. In some distiicts

and varied reinforcement, which could only be supplied

by a bold resolve to make a large and definite addition to

the staff. It was hoped that the deepened sense of

gratitude to God and the enthusiasm for His work, created

by the realisation of what He had done for the Socie'.y

during the century, would be expressed in such gifts of

workers and of money as would enable the Directors to

send at least 100 additional missionaries into the field.

The interest which was awakened by this great efforb

was most gratifying. A large number of offers of

service were received, and a stimulus was given to the

Centenary fund which has yielded rich fruit. When the

Directors, in 1894, determined to stop the Forward Move-

ment, because the treasury was entirely exhausted, and

heavy liabilities had been incurred, 64 of the promised 100

had been sent out. Since then, the friends of the Society

have raised a Centenary fund of upwards of £100,000,

which has sufficed to icstore the reserves which had been

expended, and to supply a long-needed fund for the

erection of mission buildicgs. It is not surprising that,

having been engaged in itich a special effort, the ordinary

income of the Society Las not been appreciably increased.

It was £110,000 in 1894 ; it has only risen to £117,000

now.

Meanwhile, however, the pressing claims of the Society's

great work, which made the Forward Movement a ncces-
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the process of natural expansion has already absorbed the

whole of the recent reinforcement, and the need of further

help to overtake growing work seenas as great as ever.

In other parts, barriers which have long hindered the

progress of the Gospel have been remarkably removed,

and openings for work long waited for have come as a

new cull to service.

The Directors have refrained as long as they could from
makiog any additional provision to meet these needs.

They have tried reduction of grants
; they have attempted

to curtail work. The staff of missionaries has been so

resolutely kept dowu that the number to-day is only one

m advance of what it was four years ago. Now, however,

they feel that the time has come when, without under-

taking another Forward Movement of a definite kind,

they must be prepared to move forward as the occasion

arises.

The situation is a diflicult one. It is quite evident

that without a considerable increase in the Society's

income no increase of the present expenditure can be

undertaken, for already the income is short of the expen-

diture by several thousand pounds u year. It is equally

evident that unless some advance is made serious respon-

sibility will be incurred, and great opportunities of

extending the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ will be

lost.

The present condition of China, resulting largely from

recent political changes, is such as to create large

hope, yet to cause grave concern. Greatly enlarged

opportunities for preaching the (Jospel and gathering

converts into the Church of Christ demand an enlarge-

ment of the staff of missionary workers, while the new
movements in many quarters in favour of "Western

education provide an entirely new and very important

opening for the exercise of Christian influence and the

spread of Christian Truth, which in that land of reve-

rence for literature and learning will prove of the highest

value. The success of the appeal for the establishment of

a mission in the newly opened province of Hunan encour-

ages the hope that miny are having their serious attention

drawn to the responsibilities of British Christians towards

China in this hoar of its awakening and of its cry for

light.

The Society's mission in India, like its mission in

China, U among so vast a population that the provision

asyetmide proves utterly inalequate, whenever in any

district th jre 'u any gen tral movement of interest and

inquiry. At present the indications of movement, not

in one district only, or in connection with one form

of work, but everywhere, are full of promise, and of course

they voice a great cry of need for larger and more varied

help ; while the economic conditions of life in India

have changed so materially as to make the cost of main-

taining the Mission an anxious problem for coming days.

At this juncture the Directors have before them the

reports of the Special Deputations which have recently

visited some of the other fields of the Society's work.

These reports are necessirily of a confidential nature, and

cannot be published in full, but the conclusions arrived

at, and which are supported with fulness and force of

evidence, show that urgent as are the claims of India and

China, the Society's responsibilities do not by any means

end with those great countries.

The Keport of the Deputation to New Guinea says :

" Although the whole of the southern coast-line of British

New Guinea is generally regnrded as included within the

sphere of the Society's operations to the exclusion of all

other Protestant missions, we desire to call the serious at-

tention of the Board to the fact that the Society has as yet

eU'ectually occupied little more than half of this widely

extended sphere of labour. The whole has been visited

by the Society's missionaries, and many promises have

been made that teachers should be sent to places and
tribes visited during such journeys—promises which have

not yet been fulfilled, in consequence of the lack of

teachers and the lack of funds. In some cases the good

faith of the Mission has been seriously injured among
the natives, because such promises, more than once

repeated, have not yet been fulfilled.

" Nor does this exhaust the Society's responsibilities for

New Guinea. Important as it is that the coa-st should

be fully occupied, advance into the interior seems now to

have become a serious and pressing duty. Naturalists

have been travelling in the country for years. Prospec-

tors for gold are pushing in to the great Central Range
by at least three routes, and others are making experi-

ment of cultivation inland. The Roman Catholic Mission

has boldly undertaken an inland district. Shall it be

said that the London Missionary Society clings to the

shore and abides by its ships ? This Society is tacitly

regarded by all other Protestant organisations as having

undertaken the duty of evangelising New Guinea south

of the great (^entral Mountain Range. Can it, without

serious dereliction of duty, neglect the 0})ening8 which

are now being made ? There is one district which

appears to be singularly well adapted for the commence-
ment of an inland mission. It is about forty miles from

the coast inland from Vatorata, on Mount Dousjlas, at an

elevation of about 4,(i00 feet above sea level. The Govern-

ment have opened up a track. The tribes are reported to
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be very friendly. A mission station would be the rally-

ing point for a considerable population, and it would be a

centre of li<;ht, order, and civilisation in a large region.

Sir William I^Iacgregor called our special attention to this

place as the most suitable he knew for the commencement
of work among the tribes of the interior, and begged in

the interests of the people that the Society would occupy
it without delay. Since we left. Dr. Lawes has reported

that two prospecting parties have returned who went to

the new gold-tields by this route, and who speak in warm
terms of the character of the people and of the country.

Mount Douglas would evidently be the most suitable

place to choose for the commencement of inland work.
"We cannot conceal from ourselves the serious conviction

that the Society is really at present only on the threshold

of its appointed task in New Guinea, and that coming
years will make much greater demands on the devotion
and the self-sacritice of those who have been called to

occupy this great field. Yet we are assured by the

history of the past that in proportion to the travail will

be the triumph."

The visit of the Deputation to Madagascar was

anxiously followed by multitudes, and the results of that

visit in reheving the tension that existed by making it

possible for the mission of the Society to be continued in

the island was a signal evidence of the power of prayer.

But the Society has new responsibilities in Madagascar

commensurate with the greatness of the difficulties

through which its mission has passed. These responsi-

bilities must be faced with promptitude and thoroughness,

or great and lasting injury may be done to the cause of

Evangelical Christianity.

The mission has been contracted considerably from its

former wide area, but this contraction will not release

many of the missionaries for service elsewhere. The
Report of the Deputation says :

*' For years past the missionaries in Madagascar have
represented to the Board the difficulty in which they
were placed by the enormously rapid and exceptional
development of their work. Each district had so many
congregations and schools that it was impossible for the
missionary to exercise such a supervision as he felt to be
required, or to watch over the development of the
Christian life of the people as closely and carefully as
their circumstances demanded. The Directors have been
unable to respond to the appeals for increased help,
simply through limitation of power, the demands on the
Society's resources from its many fields of work being
greater than the funds at its disposal. The opportunity
now presents itself of meeting the need by concentrating
part at least of the forces hitherto employed in the larger
area upon the work in the more contracted district."

Not only does it seem natural and necessary to use the
present opportunity to provide more adequately for long-

standing needs, but the new political and social conditions

prevailing in Madagascar make new demands of a serious

character. A larger number of trained evangelists will

be required
; larger provision will have to be made for

the higher education of the young under Christian influ-

ences ; boarding schools will be a necessity, especially for

girls ; and special provision will have to be made for

teaching French.

" The present moment seems to offer an opportunity of

establishing the work on a firm and permanent basis,

and of making provision for the needs of the people in

ways which may lay hold of them and bind them per-

manently to evangelical religion. But if the opportunity

of the present moment is allowed to slip away, it will

never be repeated. The struggle between Protestantism

and Roman Catholicism promises to be a very deter-

mined one on the side of the Roman Catholic propaganda,

and they will not spare men or means in carrying out

their purposes. The Society occupies a position now
which if promptly and wisely strengthened and secured

will be impregnable, and will enable it to carry on the

great work with which it has been entrusted by Christ

with a new and larger success. But if there is any slack-

ness in meeting the pressing needs of the times, the very

existence of the Mission as a spiritual power will soon be

imperilled."

Finally, in South Africa great and sweeping changes,

political and economic, have recently taken place which

have entirely disturbed the old conditions of life among
the native communities, and which demand from the

Christian friends of the coloured races new forms of

effort and enlarged attention to old methods of work.

The long-talked of Central School in Bechwanaland ;

the development of the Industrial Mission in Matebele-

land ; fresh provision for the secondary education of the

children of Christian coloured people connected with the

Mission churches in the Cape Colony, and further pro-

vision for the training of native evangelists to work
among the natives of the Cape Colony and of Bech-
wanaland, are matters which cannot be longer put aside

without serious neglect of duty and injury to the best

and highest interests of the people.

It will easily be seen that the supply of these various

needs will involve in the aggregate a considerable addition

to the Society's present expenditure. If, however, the

condition of the work really requires it, duty to Christ will

demand the outlay, and Christian love will find the means
of providing for it. The Society has never yet made a

statement of real needs without finding generous help.

An appeal will shortly be issued by the Directors asking

for such an increase of funds as will enable them to meet
the enlarged responsibilities which the labours of the

missionaries, the prayers of thousands of devout hearts,

and the blessing of God have created. Can there be a

doubt what the answer to that appeal will be ?

R. Wardlaw Thompson.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD.

Board Mnting, July 2Gth, lS9S.—Mr. F. H. HAWKINS, LL.B.,

in the Chair. Number of Directors present, 72.

The Foreign Secretary introduced Mr. J. D. Liddell, appointed

to the Mongolian Mission, and Miss Harrc', appointed to take up
Miss Roberts' work at Chi Chou upon the marriage of the latter

to Mr. Grant. Mr. Thompson also bespoke the sympathy of the

Board for the bereaved friends of the late Mr. Gilmour's elder

son, James—a medical student, who had hoped to become a

missionary and to follow in his father's footsteps—who met

with a fatal accident when walking along the clifEs with his

uncle and brother in North Ireland on July 10th. He was in

his twenty- second year.—Special prayer was offered by the Rev.

W. B. Selbie, M.A.—The new missionaries briefly addressed the

Board.—The Home Secretary proposed that a resolution of

condolence should be sent by the Board to the family of the

Rev. Edward White, who had been called home very suddenly

on the precedinpr night, and that a deputation should attend the

funeral. Mr. Johnson spoke of the very great loss the Society

had sustained by Mr. White's death. He was a dear and beloved

friend to many present. His kindness and his sincere devotion

to the Master into whose presence he had now been called must

have impressed everyone who had been brought into contact

with him.—Mr. Albert Spicer, M.P., in seconding the resolution,

remarked that one never went to see Mr. White in his retirement

at Mill Hill without feeling how thoroughly and deeply he was

interested in everything connected with the missionary cause.

—

The resolution, which was passed by the Directors rising from

their seats, was as follows :

—

" That the Directors have received with a deep sense of loss the news of the

Budden death of their dear and honoured friend, the Kcv. Kdward "White, for

many years a member of the Board, and desire to place on record tlicir warm
tribute to the sincerity and earnestness of his lonj^-continiied labours, and

their devout thjinkfulness for the unfailin}< geniality and hn>fe-hcai-t<-d

enthusiasm with which he supporU'd the cause of foreign missions. They

give God thanks for enabliojf His servant to bear so long and bright a testi-

mony to the power and beauty of the Gospel, and, with profound sjmpathy,

affectionately commend his widow and bereaved family to the loving earo and

sustaining consolation of the all-gi-acious heavenly Father."

Miss Livens was elected a Director, representing the Leicester

and Rutland County Union, in place of her late father.

The following important resolution was passed :

—

" That, having considered the report of the Special Committee on the needs

of the various fields, the I'oard recognises that the time has come when,

without attempting to enter upoa any dotlnite forward policy, the resolutions

of Jlay 7th, l.Sni, should no longer l)e repirded as restricting the action of the

Directors in eases where the Board may find it nceeesjii-i,- to make any increase

in the staff of missionaries, or to enter u]ion any expansion of the Society's

work. It is, therefore, resolved that th;- aforementioned resolutions shall not

henceforth be regaided as binding upon the Board in the sense of preventing

them from making su,h ncees<ar>' additions to the Society's staff of mission-

aries—or such necessary alteratiinis or extensions in fonn of work—as may
from time to time be required to meet the needs of the missions."

At a previous meeting (April 2(jth) the Board had had before

it the question of how best to deal with the greatly increased

work and responsibility which the recent enlargements of the

Society's operations have brought to the Foreign Office, and

rciolved to make arrangements to meet what was felt to be a

very pressing need. The precise form in which this should be

done was reserved, however, for further consideration ; and it

wa? not until the meeting whose proceedings are now chronicled

that this was determined. The following recommenda-

tions of the Funds and Agency Committee, which had given

the matter prolonged and most careful consideration, were

adopted :

—

(a) That in order more thoroughly to overtake the already enlarged and si ill

expanding foreign work of the Society, and, above all, to secure more

regidar and extensive personal coiTCspondence with individual mis-

sionaries, in addition to the more fomal communications to District

Committees—a task entirely beyond the power of a single Foreign

Secretary—the time has arrived when, in the interests of the Society's

work, it Ls desiiable to have two j oint Foreign Secretaries, senior and

jvmior.

(b) That the Senior Secretary should have a general responsibility for the

care of all the fields of the Society's work, but should actually

administer in detail imly four of the .sue —say India, Africa, the South

Sea.s, and New Guinea.

(c) That the J\inior Foreign Secretaiy should, in consultation with his colleague,

administer in detail the fields of China and Madagascar, and also be

responsible for the purely business work of the Foreign Office

—

arrangements for shipping of goods and passages of missionaries,

preparation of annual wanants, money advices abroad, missionaries'

I)ers0nal accounts, and particubirly th;' special contributions for the

support of native workei-s, hospitals, or schools—one of the clerks of

the Foreign Office being definitely told off for this business work

trader the direction of the Junior Foreign Secrctaiy.

(d) That the office of Editorial Secretary should for the pi-escnt be dis-

continued, and the work done by that office of the Society divided ;

the preparation of the Society's literature and publication of books

for tlie mission-field being entrusted to an Editor, with such assistance

a.s he may re<iuire, and the issue and forwarding side of the work

being nmnaged by a clerk ; both Editor and Managing Clerk being

under the general direction of the Junior Foreign Secretaiy.

Further, the Board appointed the Rev. George Cousins, pre-

viously Editorial Secretary and Assistant Foreign Secretary, to

be joint Foreign Secretary with the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson
;

and adopted other recommendations of the Committee in accord-

ance with the foregoing general conclusions.

All Day Women's Pbayeu Meeting — Peeliminauy

Notice.— This meeting has been arranged for Thursday,

November 17th, ten to three o'clock. Full particulars will be

given later.

The English Wesleyans of Wuchang report that " the most

astonishing increase has taken place in the region through

which the River Han flows. At Tsaitien and Kao-chia-tai the

work has been carried on by native colporteurs, supported by a

grant from the Upper Canada Religious Tract Society. Six

miles above the latter village a work has sprung up in a town

notorious in times past for its utter indifference to the mission-

aries who from time to time visited it. There are now three

centres where weekly services are held, where twelve months

ago there were no signs of a movement towards Christianitj-.

Instead of a weakling church of a dozen members, contributing

practically nothing to the church expenses, we have now sixty

or seventy baptized members. There are as many on trial, and

the local expenses are very largely met by local contributions."
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THE WALFORD HART MEMORIAL COLLEGE.

London Mission, Tientsin,

May Kith, isys.

DEAR MR. COUSINS,—At Lst I am able to send you a

few photographs, and -with them a short description of

the "Walford Hart Memorial College. You will recognise

and coolies of all sorts ; while Mr. Bryson, who seems so

peacefully to be coming out from our compound, has really

only just succeeded in keeping at bay another host which is

waiting impatiently to pi ess oa its way to the native city,

two miles away. Very worthily does Mr. BrysDn stand

there after his many months of hard work spent in looking

after the building of his College, in making a very portfolio

FUOXT Vlfft- OS THE T.UvU KOAD.

the view of the front of the building, as a photograph has

already appeared in the CnROXiCLE showing the College as

it was shortly before completion. The view I now send is

perhaps a truer picture than the earlier one I refer to,

inasmuch as it shows our surroimdings, and especially the

Taku Road,'|which, I may say, is never sd quiet and free

from crowds as the picture seems to show. For I bm at the

further end endeavouring to keep back ba'rows and c:^rts

of detail drawings of every corner a-d cornice in the place,

and in endeavouring to get true and accurate work out of

Chinese labourers. A real monument the building is of his

skill, his patience, and h"s imtiring energy.

A glance at the front view, before we pass on, will give a

general idea of Ihe various parts. The projecting wing

above the barrow and the 'ricksha is not, strictly fpeakiug,

a part of the Theological Institute proper. "While it forms
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the entrance for the students to the College, it is in iteelf

really the first part of the boarding-school, which we hope

to see built before long. This wing lias been biiilt with

funds put at our disposal by Eev. J. Lees. The rest forms

a part of the Theological Institute, the main entrance to

VIEW OF TlIE EXTKAXCE HALL, SHOWING THE STAIRCASE,
CHAPEL, AND MUSEl'M,

which is immediately below the oriel window. To the right

can be seen the students' common room and reading-room

below, and the main classroom above, with its high

pointed window. In a minute or two we shall find the men
at work in this room. To the left of the tower is the

College chapel or large lecture hall, for we expect to use

this hall for both purposes ; our hope being that not a few

of the crowds of Chinese who pass along this Taku Road

may io time be drawn into this Institute, which they cannot

help noticing as they pass, and may learn to look upon

it as a centre of enlightenment, but, above all, as a real

spiritual blessing. It is with this hope that the College has

been built.

But we are lingering outside. The main door under the

oriel introduces us to the entrance hall and its successive

landings. In the photograph, Dr. Smith, who has just

come uj") the staircase, is standing on the first landing on his

way to the chapel, the door of which stands open. Above

him, on the second landing, is seen the entrance to the

gallery of the chapel—for we b )ast of a gallery—and from

thence ascends the staircase to the highest room in the

tower—namely, the maseum—the balcony in which is just

visible. I should like you to b3 able to picture to yourselves

our College chapel, a part of which is seen in this view. I

Toe photograph I send was not an easy one to take, nor was
|

it a first attempt. Such as it is, I thi-ik it will convey a I

fairly good idea of the room. In planning it I tried to

reproduce seme features of my old college chapel, St. John's

College, Cambridge. For lectures the hall would naturally

be diflferently seated. Above the nearest of the seats is the

gallery, which may not be in perfectly good architectural

taste, but will, we hope, prove of good service. To our

great joy we are able to do away with a regiment of lamps

and use gas as our illuminant. If some kind friend of the

L.M.S. would send out, for iise at the lectures I have

referred to, a good biuuial limelight lantern, this supply of

gas would come to be' of double advantage. Indeed, I feel

so hopeful about this that I have prepared the gas connec-

tion in faith.

But, as the men are still in their classroom, we must not

linger iu this hall—may I not call it this House of God Y

For already souls have been blessed here, and akeady has

the Holy Spirit come down in power iipon those meeting

here. The building has been consecrated indeed !

Here is our classroom and here are the students at work

taking down notes from the lecturer, the Rev. A. King, who
has for so long done such persevering and patient work in

the Theological Institute. Our walls are not as well fur-

nished as we hope to have them soon. Still, if a few good

maps or plans in relief found their way from England to

Tientsin, we would welcome their arrival and " hang " them

well. The students are a little crowded on the nearer seats,

but sometimes evea college lecturers have ti yield to photo-

graphers when students have to suit the requirements of the

camera.

COLLEOU CHAPEL OR LECTURE HALL.

Opening out from this classroom is a laboratory, fully

fitted up but waiting for the apparatus w'aich I hope some-

one will send out. There is one room which I have not yet
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had photographed, for the photograph might too much
show up the poverty of the land. I mean the highest room
in the tower—the museum. True it is that a beautiful

A COKNEU Oi THE aiUDEXXS' OOUKT.

telescope, already sent to us, would stand out clear and
bold, alone in its grandeur; but I would rather wait till

the cases are stocked, the cupboards furnished, and instru-

ments—astronomical, electrical, and otherwise—are scat-

tered in rich profusion. I have a few such objects, which
I brought out myself, but far too few ; and now that China
is beginning to awaken, much interest can be aroused, and
not a little hold be gained on otherwise unapproachable
people, by the use of apparatus of all kinds. A large

orrery, working models of steam or gas engiaes, telephonic
and telegraphic instruments, X-ray apparatus, specimens of

stufiFed birds and beasts common to the home country,

models and illustrations of homo manufactures and indus-
tries, besides many other objects which readily would
occur to the mind, would be of incalculable service just

now, not only for the work of the College, but for the
broader fnterprise of trying to reach those as yet beyond
our reach. Forgive me, Mr. Editor, if not having been
properly trained to the art of writing begging letters I do
60 not wisely or well, throwing out hints which are too

obscure, or making appeals which are too apathetic and
indistinct.

Our round of the College is not yet quite complete, for

we have only glanced at the public rooms. The students'

court is of quite a difTerent character. We show a corner of

it in this photograph. There are rooms for twenty-four
students, furnished with all the simple furniture which they
use—a brick bed with its fire-flue, table, stools, and book-
shelves. Those rooms are on the ground floor, and are

protected by a verandah which connects them all. The two

windows on the left belong to the dining-room. The

students' rooms extend on both sides beyond the limits of

the picture; and around the court it will be possible, as

soon as they are needed, to build more rooms, so as to

increase the accommodation to between fifty and sixty.

May that day of greater things be soon at hand !

We will spare our friends farther visits to other parts of

the building—the new boardiog-school wing, which is, how-

ever, worthy of a visit ; the servants' and kitchen depart-

ments, which may be left to be imagined—and we must

hasten back to the main door under the tower, whore the

students have gathered since we left them, and have been

joined by a few " old boys."

We should have been glad if Mr. Lees could have also

been there, for he could tell of the old days when he first

began the work in the way in which all such enterprises

should begin — namely, quietly and by degrees, going on

from small to greater, and laying foundations for others

hereafter to build upon. He could have told you more

than I can about the students, old and present, but, iinfor-

fortunatoly, an accident has lately made him unable to do

full work, and ho has been obliged to recruit bis strength at

Pei Tai Ho.

GROUr OF STUDENTS.

Here, however, are the students. The four sitting down
are old students of the Institute. Beginning at the left, we
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fiad Mr. Yang, who is now the evangelist at the Ma Chia

K'ou Church ; next Mr. Liu, evangelist in the city ; Mr.

Ts'ui, one of Mr. Hopkyn Rees' valued helpers ; and lastly,

Mr. Ch'en, the evangelist in the Tientsin Hospital. Stand-

ing furthest on the left is another old student, named Li,

working at Liu Lu, in the country district. Standing next

to him is Mr. Wan, who has just finished his course, and is

appointed to Tung An. Then, missing a student holding a

f£in, come in order three students named Teng, Li, and

Ch'in, who are also leaving, being appointed to the Yensan

district. The rest are students going through their course,

and coming from different parts of the field
;
one, the highest

up on the right, coming from Gilmour's station, the distant

Ch'ao Yang.

And here we must leave them—those who are starting on

their life's work, and those who are still preparing—know-

ing that He who has begun a good work iu them, and has

so richly been blessing them during this last month, will

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.—Very sincerely

yours, S, Lavinoton Habt.

FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE WATCHERS'
BAND.

A CONFERENCE of Watchers' Band Secretaries will be held

on Thursday, September 1.5th, in the Board Room of the

Mission House. From three to four o'clock there will be a

meetingf for prayer and praise, followed by tea. The Conference

will commence at 4.20, and will be presided over by F. H.

Hawkins, Esq., LL.B. (Chairman of the Board). Fifteen

minutes' papers will be read by Miss Monement, of Norwich,

on " Our Aggressive Work "
;
by Miss Massey, of Manchester,

on " Secretarial Difficulties, and How to Meet Them "'
; and by

Miss Rosalie Wilson, of Sheffield, on " The Work of a District

Secretary : How can it be Developed .'

"

* * *

We are most anxious that this Conference shall prove a success

in the best sense of the word, and that we all may get help

and stimulus from it. Any suggestions sent in writing by

Watchers will be gladly received and carefully considered. Will

members of the Band please pray earnestly that God's blessing

may be abundantly realised in this important meeting ?

* « •

A Watchers' Baxd Meeting will be held in Halifax on

Tuesday afternoon, October 11th, during the Congregational

Union meetings. Dr. Horton has kindly promised to take the

chair, and addresses will be delivered by Professor Elkanah

Armitage, Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, and a lady missionary.
* * *

Sometime last year Mr. Liddiard conceived the idea of issuing

a photographic album of L.M.S. missionaries at the cost of a few

pence. I believe he wrote to all our representatives in the field,

asking them for their portraits. As they did not all respond, the

matter was allowed to drop for a time. The Committee now
deem it desirable to try and complete this portrait gallery, and
if this note should meet the eye of any missionaries who have
not already complied with Mr. L'ddiard's request, will they
kindly do so at their earliest convenience .'

Jessie M. Balgarxie;

k CORRESPONDENT writes :
" While recently visiting an

old friend who is closing a busy life in the quiet of the

almshouses here, I found her as enthusiastic as ever on behalf of

the L.M.S. As usual, we discussed the month's Chronicle, and
I found she was deeply interested in the appeal for two men for

Hunan. At the close of my visit she asked me to send you the

enclosed promise of 5s. per annum for five years. The first

instalment she has earned by scrubbing and cleaning. With a

wise forethought she has asked me to arrange that in the case

of her death before the five years have elapsed, any outstanding

instalments shall be paid out of her little estate. I think no

more generous and willing gift will be sent to you than this, no

gift that will more gladden the Master's heart ; and I venture

to send you these particulars in the hope that they may stir

some other hearts."

The Congregational Church, Spicer Street, St. Albans, has

recently established an L.M.S. Auxiliary. Substituting a mis-

sionary meeting for their usual week-night service, one of their

number, who has the missionary cause much at heart, brought

the claims of the Society before those present. The matter was

taken up at the following church meeting, when a missionary

committee of thirteen members was elected—two of whom re-

present the Christian Endeavour Society and two the Sunday-

school—and a president (the pastor), a treasurer, and a secretary

were appointed. Regular meetings have been arranged for, and

steps taken towards the formation of a branch of the Watchers'

Band, and also for obtainin;? subscribers for the Society's

periodical literature. Why should not every Congregational

Church throughout the country have such an auxiliary, so as to

keep the Society's work constantly before the people, and not

restrict this to a single meeting in the year when the anniversary

comes round .'

We are happy to inform our readers that the recent

marriage of Miss Frances L. Evans, the hon. secretary of

the Missionaries' Literature Association, to Dr. F. W. Cock,

of Bayswater, will not necessitate any change in the secre-

taryship. Mrs. Cock still intends to carry on the useful

work she has so pleasantly and ably managed in the past,

and will be glad to receive communications either from

missionaries desirous of obtaining magazines, or from friends

at home who are prepared to send them. All letters re-

specting the Literature Association should henceforth be

addressed to Mrs. Cock, 1, Porchester House, Porchester

Square, W.
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BANGALORE.

Bsr EEV. T. E. SLA.TEK.

riTBLB city of Bangalore, situated on a plateau 3,000 feet

above sea level, which gives it a salubrious climate,

has a population of nearly 180,000. It forms, practically,

two towns—the Petta, or Native pjrtion, which is densely

populated and lies to the west, and the Civil and Military

Station, or Cantonment, on the east. It is one of the

largest military stations in India, and has always a strong

garrison of British and Native troops. Kanarese is the

language of the province, but Telugu and Hindustani, as

well as Tamil, are spoken, while a large number understand

English. Bangalore would seem to be a famous place for

litigation, judging from the numerous courts of justice and

the swarms of Hindu and a few Parsee pleaders. There is a

large Eurasian population, for the most part Eoman
Catholic, many of whom are very poor. The Roman
Catholic position in Bangalore is very strong, and churches,

convents, colleges, and hospitals abound. It is well off,

too, for Protestant places of worship. There are two

Church of England military churches, and three others for

the civil population, a Scotch Kirk, two Wesleyan English

churches, two Baptist, and one Episcopal Methodist.

There are working in Bangalore among the Native popula-

tion, besides our own Society, the Wesleyan, Lutheran,

S.P.G., Canadian Baptist, and Episcopal Methodist, also a

branch of the Church of England Zenana Mission, which

has a recently established Gosha Hospital for Native

women. Missionary comity is happily observed in India to

a considerable extent. Missionary conferences exist in the

larger cities, and in Bangalore, once a month, members of

Ihe several missions, foreign and native, with their wives,

numbering in all about fifty, meet together at one another's

houses for social intercourse, prayer, and conference on

their common work. Following on these lines, a Native

Christian Association likewise exists for the union and

edification of all sections of the Native Church.

The L.M.S. began work in Bangalore in 1S20, and at the

present time is actively carrying on various dejiartments of

missionary effort adapted to the different phases of Hindu

society.

There is first of all evangelistic work in the vernacular

—

in Kanarese and Tamil—to reach the masses of the people

in the city and the surrounding villages, though there is no

missionary specially set apart, as there should be, for this

service. It is undertaken by evangelists and the theological

students of the Seminary. There is the oversight of two

Native churches—Kanarese in the Petta and Tamil in the

Cantonment, each of which has its own Native pastor—and

the guidance of the Christian community, numbering, per-

haps, 500—a comparatively small number after the labour

of some fifty years. But a severelyj^conservative Native
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State, with a Hindu Government, is not a likely soil for the
growth of Christianity.

Education, however, elementary and higher, whether
prosecuted by the State or by missionary societies or by
private native enterprise, is diligently fostered by the

Mysore Government; and so we have a large Anglo-
Vernacular High School for Boys, to reach the middle and
upper classes, and numbering over 700 pupils, in which an
education in English is given up to the matriculation

standard of the Madras University. The flourishing con-

dition of this school is mainly due to Mr. Walton, aided by
efficient Hindu and Christian head masters. Just now it is

under the management of Mr. Rice. The Bible is taught

daily in all the classes, and its truths are enforced upon the

youthful mind.

Then we have a Theological Seminary, under the charge

of Mr. Joss, for the Iraining also in English—though

vernacular studies are included—of a band of Native

preachers of a higher grade, who preach afterwards in the

vernacular. These young men are selected by the mis-

sionaries of our several stations and recommended to the

South India District Committee for admission to the

Seminary. Their course of study covers four years. The
number of students at present is small—not more than s

dozen in attendance. Yet, if India is to be won to Christ,

it must be mainly through her own sons ; and among these

we gi-eatly need in oiu- work, and ought to be prepared to

adequately maintain, a higher class of agents still—men of

wider culture as well as of deeper spiritual power—if they

are to keep abreast of the progressive condition of the

countrj-.

An excellent Boarding Home of long standing, for the

physical and spiritual care and training of Native Christian

girls, situated in one of the mission compounds, together

with several efficient vernacular schools in the Petta,

attended by hundreds of respeotable Hindu girls, are under

the superintendence of Miss Miiller—our one lady mis-

sionary in Bangalore—assisted by the Misses Haines, and

Miss Coles, a voluntarj' worker. There is also a Boys' Home,
which has nourished and ocjuippod several "waifs and

strays," and in which Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence took much
interest. A new Girls' School of a .superior kind, which

promises well, was commenced last year in the Cantonment

by Mrs. Joss, who devotes much of her time to it.

Active Zenana work in the Petta is carried on by Miss B.

Haines, while a similar work on the Cantonment side has

been under the superintendence of Mrs. Slater, with five

Native Christian teachers. Since our departure to England,

and the arrival of Mr. Bacon in Bangalore, who was

appointed, on the death of Mr. Lewis, chief reviser of the

Telugu Scriptures, this work among the women has been

imdertaken by Mrs. Bacon.

To myself, for the past fifteen years, a special work among
the educated classes has been assigned—btudeuts who have

OUR MISSIONART DISTRICTS.
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had an English education, and older men in Government

and other service, who are becoming the social, political,

and religious leaders of the day. Lectures, discussions,

classes for the study of the Bible and Christian books, visits

to Hindu homes, and occasional literary work, are the chief

methods employed for reaching this community. In our

large lecture hall in the Petta, on alternate Sunday evenings

for the greater part of the year. Christian lectm-es on com-

parative rehgion and kindred subjects are delivered by

fraternise enough, do not know one another intimately ; and

more can be done by sympathy and kindness than by any

other means. Work of this nature needs to be multiplied

throughout the coimtry. Just now a wave of restlessness and

Hindu religious revival—a Btnaissance period—is passing

over India; while Native social reform, on Christian lines, is

the order of the day. The Ary a Samaj and the Brahmo Samaj

—both theistic movements— fire represented in Bangalore;

and theosophy of late has had a strong branch there. There

different missionaries, which himdieds of attentive listeners

vriU eagerly attend, and at which, as a rule, some leading

Hindu gentleman presides. On more than one occasion the

Dewan of Mysore has himself presided, and spoken appreci-

atively of Christian Missions and of Christianity. It is

something to have established a friendly footing with

such men. Visits are paid to other stations and similar

lectures given. Sometimes, by way of breaking down racial

barriers, a social gathering of Indian and European friends

takes place at my house. Earopsam aai Indians do not

has been a good deal of active opposition to the Gospel.

Mrs. Annie Besant has frequently lectured to admiring and

enthusiastic crowds, listening to her flattering expositions

of their own religion. Dr. Barrows, of Chicago, has followed

her, in connection with the American Haskell Lectureship

for India; and now Dr. Fairbairn, of Oxford, is eagerly

looked for at the close of the year. This is the set time for

putting the Christian leaven in, and grave will be our

responsibility if we neglect to do it.

The L.M.S. has thus a many-sided work going on in



ANTSIHANAKA. September, 1898.

Ba ig lore. Almost every department is represented except

medical and industrial. And it is not so much change of

method as enlargement of method, on all sides, and in all

departments, which is so urgently demanded. Among our

chief needs is a Tamil missionary for organised work in the

Cantonment, and a well-selected man for special work

among enlightened Mohammedans. One great weakness

of our Indian Missions is the omisfion to reach this interest-

ing and—politically viewed—important class of the com-

munity.

In the Province of Mysore generally, though no one of

its districts is wholly unoccupied, no work is being done

among Mohammedans, Jains, and Parsees, and there are no

converts from ihese classes. There is abundant scope for

itinerant medical missionaries. The Wesleyans and our-

selves pretty well divide the country, but there is only one

missionary to about 250,000, and in order to set one in each

taluk, over fifty more aie wanted. The population of the

Bangalore district, not including the city, is about 803,000.

The itinerating work of the Mission covers an area of 4,000

square miles, and in recent years has been vigorously

pursued by Messrs. Eice, Lawrence, Cairns, and Hickling.

The out-station of Chik Ballapur, forty miles north of

Bangalore, became a mission settlement in 1890, with a

workable area of 1,500 square miles, containing seven good-

sized towns and 1,400 villages, and a total population of

271,000. It is a centre of strong religious prejudice and

opposition.

ANTSIHANAKA.
THE FEBELLION, AND AFTER IT-

By the Rev. J. Peakse.

AS many readers of the Chronicle know already, the

Franco-Malagasy war was unfortunately followed by

a formidable rebellion on the part of some of the native

tribes, and this again caused a severe famine in certain

regions of the island. One of the regions directly and

seriously affected both by the rebellion and the famine was the

Antsihanaka Province, which we are now visiting, and where

we find many evidences of the late disturbances, and hear

many sad stories of the cruel work which was done by the

rebels.

The Sihanaka were robbed of large herds of cattle, aud of

their flocks of geese find other poultry, and also of abundant

stores of rice; many among them who were at one time

affluent have been reduced to poverty, and are to-day bear-

ing heavy burdens of trouble and sorrow on account of their

heavy losses, and consequent changed circumstances. It

must have been a trying time for the poor people. "Oh!

our fears and the straits to which we were put." " Oh I

the bitterness of those days." " Oh ! the sorrows which we

experienced." " Oh ! the tears that we shed." " Oh 1 our

distress in our hiding-places in the forest and in the

swamps." Such are some of the moximful expressions

which have been poured into our ears. " Out of a thousand

oxen I haven't a single hoof left," was the lamentation of

one Sihanaka who visited us ; and that was, by no means, a

singular experience. The encouraging and promising work
of the L.M.S., which was being carried on in the province

under the united superintendence of Dr. and Mrs. Mackay,

Eev. A. W. Wilson, Mr. Green and Miss Foxall, received

a very severe shock and is at the present time in a lament-

ably weak and ruined condition
;
not, however, so weak or

utterly rumed as to preclude all hope of its revival and te-

construction.

The leaders of the rebellion, with a considerable band of

followers, appeared from the W. and N.W. of the Lake

Alaotra, and on their arrival at Imerimandroso—the now
vacant aud partially-destroyed Mission station—they de-

manded the immediate and uncompromising allegiance of

all who had not fled before them. Within a few yards of

where I am writing, the rebels gathered the people together

and made a proclamation. A letter, purporting to come

from Ranavalona III., the then Queen, was shown and read,

calliug upon the people to rally arouad her standard and

fight for the rescue of the country from those into whose

hands it had fallen. That this letter was unhesitatiagly a

forgery is the expressed conviction of intelligent natives

who saw it.

To overturn and exterminate to the very roots aU Chris-

tian and educational work was an object of the rebelUon, as

well as to oppose the French occupation. The reason of

this is J robably to be traced to the deep conviction which

possessed the minds of the rebel leaders, that religious

teaobing and secular education had been used to blind the

Malagasy to the ulterior designs of the "Vazaha" (Euro-

peans), and have given them a basis for the operations which

ended in the conquest and occupation of the island. On
this account, all pastorj, evangelists, and teachers, and

others prominently connected with the churches and schools,

were singled out as objects of direct attack and violence
;

and all buildings used for public worship and teaching were

marked for assault and destruction. The cruel work was

carried out with diabolical zeal and fury. The pastors,

evangelists and teachers had to flee for their lives ; those

who, unfortunately, did not manage to get away in time

were robbiid of all they possessed, and brutally treated.

Every building in the Antsihanaka Province which had been

erected and used as a church or school (with the exception

of the schoolhouse at Ambatondrazaka), was either damaged,

demolished, or burned. I stood the other day within the

ruined walls of what was the L.M.S. church at Tsarahone-

nana. It was a heart-breaking sight. With care and skill,

and at a considerable outlay of money, this church had been

completed, j ust before the outbreak of the rebellion, by the

native Christians, generously assisted and wisely superin-

tended by the missionaries at the station. On the appear-
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ance of the rebel bands, it was attacked. The roof was
torn off and the framework demolished, the doors were

wrenched from their hinges and broken, the glass windows
were pulled down and shattered into fragments, the bell

was thrown from its stand, cracked and rendered useless.

Nothing is now to be seen of the building but parts of the

ruined brick walls. Under the threat of being immediately

shot, some of the very people who had joined in the erection

of this church were forced by the infuriated rebels to carry

out the work of ruthless destruction.

To avoid suspicion, the former scholars in the L.M.S.

schools, and many of the adult members of our churches

and congregations, either carefully hid away, or destroyed,

or burned their slates, pencils, school books, Testaments, and
Bibles, and of all such things there is to-day a great dearth

in this district. Again and again we have inquired of the

many yoimg people we are pleased to find here who can

read exceeding well, and who, when in our schools, had
copies of the Word of God :

" Have you a Bible ? Where is

your New Testament ? " and we have been answered :
" We

had to destroy them ; our lives depended on our doing so."

The leaders of the rebellion were thoroughly heathen at

heaTt, and they were urged forward in their evil course by

the confidence they placed in their superstitions, their

charms, and their gods, to secure for them the success of

their designs ; and they were, perhaps, quite as anxious to

revive the almost decayed reign of superstition and idolatry

as to restore the independence of their country. They
bedecked their own persons with various and numerous

charms, and imperatively commanded their followers to

imitate their example. Just to the east of the native house

which we have made our temporary home, there still stands

in the open thoroughfare the god they set up in this village,

and to which, in the spirit of Nebuchadnezzar of old, they

demanded that imiversal homage should be paid. Around

this the crowd assembled, and while shouting vociferously,

singing frantically, and dancing in perfect frenzy, they

made their vows and declaimed concerning their designs.

One mourns over the awful darkness which enshrouded the

native mind that to such an object as this god the smallest

amount of even respect could have been shown. There is

nothing whatever attractive about it, or calculated to inspire

feelings of admiration, veneration, confidence, or fear. It

consists simply of a young tree brought from the near forest,

with a small stockade of short poles around it, on the points

of which the heads of two oxen were impaled, after the

animals had been slain on the spot in sacrifice. To this

god, so obviously the "work of men's hands" (and rude

hands, too), the poor people addressed themselves in such

words as the following :
" Great calamity has overtakei^ our

land. Thou wilt save us from the bullets. Thou wilt pro-

tect us from the spears." This god is stUl intact, but the

tree is dead, and the skulls of the oxen have become bleached

by the tropical sun and exposure to the wind and rain.

Notwithstanding the unheiitating steps and the fanatical

boldness with which the rebel bauds moved forward towards

Ambatondrazaka, the capital of the province, their gods

proved to be neither " gods of the hills " nor " gods of the

valleys," and their easy defeat with considerable loss and

the manner in which they were completely routed by a very

small number of French troops has had the opposite effect

to that which was desired and sought after. Instead of the

ancient superstitious customs and the old idolatry being

revived and re-established, I am assured that the confidence

of the Sihanaia in such vanities has been greatly shaken,

and more than ever before they are feeling after the living

and true God. " If our gods could have done anything,

they had their opportunity, but they proved absolutely im-

potent either to help or to defend us," is a remark which

has been made to us more than once during this visit.

On account of the wholesale destruction by the rebels of

the churches in this province, there has been very little

opportunity during the past two years for the native Chris-

tians in Antsihanaka to gather together for public worship

on the Lord's Day, but we are pleased to find that the

teachings from the Word of God, circulated among them

before the rebellion, have not been forgotten, and that the

labours of the missionaries who lived here have, in a quiet

way, been influencing the hearts and lives of some ; and the

Christian truths they learned in peaceful and happy times

have comforted and sustained them during the recent very

dark and stormy days. There are those in Antsihanaka to

whom the words of the Psalmist apply with peculiar appro-

priateness : "All this is come upon us; yet have we not

forgotten Thee, neither have we dealt falsely in Thy cove-

nant. Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps

declined from Thy way."

After the rebeUiou, and as a consequence of it, " the

famine was sore in the land." Antsihanaka is a great rice-

producing district, but the people depend upon their cattle

for working the rice- fields ; and the sweeping away of so

many herds of these by the rebels deprived them of the

principal means of preparing the soil for receiving the grain

at sowing time. In February, this year, a small quantity

of white rice, sufiicient only for a meal for one man, sold

for tenpence, and many suffered not only great privations,

but died of starvation. It is still " hard times " with many,

but a small crop of this year's rice is now being harvested

and to-day sufficient rice for a meal can be bought for two

pence. Peace and plenty are slowly returning to the pro-

vince.

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING.

ON Thursday, September 1st, the weekly meeting for

prayer at the Mission House will be recommenced.

The meeting is for one hour—from 3 to 4 p.m.—and is open

to all friends of missions.
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VILLAGE WORK ROUND ABOUT BELLARY.

By Miss B. M. Hahband.

rpniS year a new departure has been made in the develop-

ment of women's work in Bellary—viz., the commence-
ment of evan<relistic work in the villages. Taking the

Mission House as a starting-point, one may travel north,

south, east, or west, and every two or three miles come to a

group of seventy or eighty houses built very compactly

together, and forming a village in which are living people

of one caste. Perhaps they are all cultivators or shepherds,

or they may even be a community of outcasts. In approach-

ing these villages one seems to be coming upon a high mud
wall ; no chimneys or sloping roofs can be seen to indicate

the fact that the
i
walls form part of the houses, and as one

enters the village and traverses the streets, or rather narrow
alleys, it is a matter of astonishment to find the number of

living-places that are crowded together under the shadow of

the;e same mud walls.

During the past five months we have had the joy and
privilege of visiting seven of these villages, and thus making
a small beginning with a work that we pray may bring

forth much fruit to the glory of the one Great Father of

mankind.

The Bible-women go to each of these villages once a week,

and even after so short a time we feel these visits are eagerly

anticipated by the people, to whom they are a source of real

pleasure. So fai- the object of our Mission, which is essenti-

ally to the women, has not been fulfilled, for the people

seem too shy to invite us into the houses. We are at perfect

liberty to stay in the street reading and talking as long as

we like, and while one values greatly such an opportunity

of speaking to a large audience, yet one longs to come into

more personal contact with these poor women, whose minds

are t'jrribly darkened by i^aorauce and superstition, and

yet whose souls are exceedingly precious in the sight of our

Saviour.

As a rule, the people treat us with kindly courtesy when
first we visit them. I have generally foimd that one man
will constitute himself a sort of champion, and in his own-

way do the honours of the village. Our " preaching place "

is nearly always outside the temple, upon the steps of which

a coarse rug or dirty sack will be spread for me to sit upon.

I must confess that at first I used to hesitate and view my
extemporised cushion askance, but now I have learned to

appreciate the kindly motives of these people, and I can see

in their action as much forethought for my comfort as

though they were spreading out the richest product of some

Turkish loom. When we are seated, and have talked a little

while on general matters with the few around us, we begin

to sing a hymn, and the sound of our singing is the signal

for the crowd to gather. Then ensues a confusion which

lasts until I appeal to our champion to bring some kind of

order about, and he sets about his task in real good earnest.

If he happens to have a stick in his hand he flourishes it

about in a dreadfully menacing way, and some of the

children, if they happen to be too assertive of their rights,

feel the weight of the rod. Last week, in one village, the

bead man used a most ugly-looking axe as his weapon of

silence, and it was certainly a very effectual one. When
there is some degree of quietness established, our oppor-

tunity comes to talk to these people of the love of God.

Oh, the faces that look into ours from amongst that

strange crowd of people I Old men on the verge of the

grave, with no hope for the future
;
young men, stalwart

and strong, but with lazy indifference depicted in every line

of their countenance ; women prematurely old, with heavy,

joyless, hopeless faces, hard-working daughters of toil

;

child mothers, with tiny babies on their hips ; and scores of

dirty imkempt boys and girls, joyous and happy with the
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delightful freedom of childhood which, for them in be-

nighted India, is all too short. And these are the people

Jesus, the Good ShepherJ, came to seek and to save. As
we realise this, it makes us all the more earnest to tell out

the Gospel stoiy.

Last week we visited a new village. The Bible-women

had been told about it, and begged me to help them to find

it. After driving for nearly six miles we began to despair

of seeing it, but a native whom we met advised us to leave

the bundy on the road and to walk across some fields which

he pointed out. We summoned up courage, and started on

what proved to be a long, weary trudge through soft sand,

with a blazing sun overhead and a strong head wind blow-

ing. At last we came to a small temple wherein was a

recumbent stone ox and an upright slab of stone with a

serpent carved upon it. Shrines and tiowers were also to be

seen. This seemed a promising sign that we were getting

nearer our destination, and we were encouraged to keep on

our way.

As we proceeded we came to another ai-d yet another

temple, each one dedicated to a different deity, and I

thought of Paul's visit to Athens, and realised to the full

j ust how he must have felt on that memorable day when
his spirit was stirred within him as ho saw the city

wholly given to idolatry. It was a relief to get past all

these shrines and idol temples and to find ourselves at the

entrance of the village, which proved to be much larger

than some we had previously visited. While we were hesi-

tating which way to turn, a party of about eight or nine

men came out to meet us and to inquii e what we wanted.

We told them we had come many miles to see their women,

as we had some good news to tell them. Of course, their

next question was in regard to our news, and our answer

apparently did not satisfy them, for they talked amongst

themselves for a while, and then one of them said: "You
can't see our women, because they are very busy about

their work, but if you like you can tell us about the

Word of God." We pleaded very hard that the women
might be allowed to hear too, but our pleading was in

vain. So, in response to the invitation of the. men, we
followed them to a small schoolroom, where we found

about twenty boys grouped round the schoolmaster who sat

nursing a baby, and at the same time listening to his

scholars reciting their lessons, each in a loud tone of voice,

and delightfully indifferent to the babel of Eoimds produced.

Our appearance was the signal for lessons to cease, and we
were invited to sit down, which meant making one's self as

comfortable as possible on the floor. Then the people

streamed into the tiny room, and we were crowded almost to

suffocation. We sang " Art thou weary, art thou languid,"

and talked for a while about the One who invites all the

tired ones to come unto Him and rest, but the faces around

gave no idea how far their owners comprehended this new
teaching. When we rose to come away one man said

:

" The words you speak are very beautifiJ ; come again and
we will listen to what you siy." So we hope to go again,

and not only to this one village, but to many others whose
need of the Gospel is just as great; and in going we believe

our Lord Himself accompanies us, making us strong to do
His work. In confident faith we look forward to the time

when heaven's high arches shall jing with resoimdiug

hallelujahs to the Lamb that was slain, and amongst those

who help to swell the jubilant strain will be many of Ihose

village people from round about Bellary.
^

-— -«ggOIBf

A-TAM-PAK-WO.
By Miss Helen Davies.

SHE was not clever, nor wise, nor was she beautiful to

look upon. She was only a little old Bible-woman,

nearly seventy years of age
;
and, as she was never taught

anything but household duties imtil she was over forty, her

knowledge of Scripture was very far from perfect, and her

interpretations of it often questionable. And she died in a

plague hospital, and was buried in the plague cemetery.

Yet we look forward, with unfaltering expectation, to see-

ing her one day among that '

' great multitude that no man
can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and

tongues," redeemed unto God: we believe that she is even

now among those who " serve Him day and night in His

temple."

For she was very faithful. As far as she knew her duty

she did it ; as far as she understood God's Word she tried to

teach it to others. I never knew her to shirk her work,

although it involved long journeys in all weathers to out-

lying villages, in the blazing heat of tropical sun or

drenched by tropical rains. When the first onset of the

fatal plague fever came upon her she felt that her call had
come to the Master's i)resence.

" I have told the Doctrine for many years," she said, " but

now I have finished talking : I am going home to the

Heavenly Father." And she was taken home in peace, and

her place amongst us is empty.

A-Tam-Pak-Mo's story is soon told. As a little girl she

lived in a far-away Chinese country village, from which she

was stolen when she was about eight years old. The man
who kidnapjied her took her far down the river and sold

her as a slave in a large market to wn. When she had been

a slave-child for four years, her mother (who had been

searching for her all those years) found her out. But she

could not afford to ransom her, and mother and daughter

never met again. Such a common Chinese story !

When she was about twenty the people whom she served

gave her in marriage, but her married life was not very

happy. Before the death of her husband they both heard

the Gospel from a country i)reacher—the father of the late

Dr. U. I. Kai, of the Alice Memorial Hospital. After her
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husband's death A-Tam-Pak-Mfi, receiving the truth into

her heart, was baptized.

Some years later she was brought to Canton and after-

wards to Hong Kong by the preacher's wife—looking for

work. In Hong Kong she was married again to an elderly

chapel-keeper ; and then, when she was forty-eight years of

age, she began to attend a class for training teachers and Bible-

women, which Miss Rowe held for many years. Naturally

enough A-Tam-Pak-Mo's progress was slow, and she foimd

the Chinese characters most difficult. But she persevered

and studied hard, and, after some years of teaching, was

sent out to speak as she had opportunity. She was engaged

as a regular Bible-woman for some fifteen years, until her

death a few weeks since. In season and out of season she

laboured, and not a few were brought to Christ through her

faithful, earnest words.

She came to me on Wednesday, April 20th, as usual, but

asked for a few days' rest as she was feeling very shaky. I

thought she was frightened by the rapid sj)read of plague all

around, but willingly granted her the few days' holiday, and

sent her down to the Nethersole Hospital to see the doctor.

While waiting for hiin, full of her message to the last, old

A-Tam-Pak-Mu made her way up to the ward, and sattalk-

iog to the women as usual. Mrs. Stevens coming in noticed

how seriously ill she was looking, and drew the doctor's

attention to her. She was given a tonic and sent kindly

away to the house of her daughter-in-law. There the fierce

plague fever Eeized her, and she felt that her work was

done. The good pastor took her over to Wantsai, and late

in the evening a message came, and Dr. Gibson and I went

over : we found her with high fever. The next day the

doctor and I went over early, and again later. Everything

was done for her that could be done, but the doctor was

obliged to declare the case one of suspected j)lague. I

waited to place her comfortably in the ambulance, and saw

her carried away to the plague hospital, and there I visited

her next day. She seemed better then, although very spent,

and somewhat far away—like a resting child, utterly at

p?ace, but tired out. She inquired for everyone, and

thanked me for everything, even for the way in which she

had been carried in the ambulance. Soon after dawn the

next morning her spirit went home.

Last Sunday a woman came to church asking for baptism.

She had been away in Shanghai for over seven years, but

has returned on a visit to Hong Kong. I did not remember

her at first, but found out afterwards that it was a woman
whom A-Tam-Pak-MC) and I used to visit when I first began

to try and teach. She went away suddenly, and we were

sorry that the teaching was cut short. But she has now
returned for baptism, and A-Tam-Pak-Mu is " away "

I

" They rest from their labours, and their works do follow

them."

London Mission

,

Hong Korg.

OPENING OF A NEW CHURCH AT MOJITO.
By the Rev. J. Tom Brown, of Kuruman.

SUNDAY, June 5th, was a great day at Motito, for the

new church, which had been in hand for about two

years, was opened on that day.

It may be of interest to the readers of the CnRONiCLE to

know something of the history of the building and of the

difficulties that had to be overcome before even a start could

be made with the foundation.

In 1891 and the following three years Bechuanaland was

visited by very heavy rains, and, as a result, the old church,

built of wattle and daub, and which had stood the storm

and blast for many years, was found to be crumbling away.

Fountains had broken out on all sides of the building, and

a trench had to be dug around it to carry off the water.

The enclosed photo will give some idea of what the building

had become.

At last it was found necessary to have a new building,

and it was agreed to build a more substantial one, on a

better site. But a new building could not be raised without

fimds, and so ways and means had to be arranged. Money
was scarce, and, with very few exceptions, the people were

very poor. But some gave oxen, others young cattle, others

goats or sheep, and a few gave money. In this way over

£30 was raised. Bricks were made, and a builder was

sought, but before he was found the rainy season came on,

and the bricks were all destroyed.

When I took over the charge of the district, in January,

189(), I found that although the people had subscribed over

£30, their enthusiasm for the new church had received a

check, owing to the accumulation of difficulties. However,

at a meeting we held, it was decided to make an effort to

build a church of stone, and to roof it with corrugated iron.

But such a building meant more money and more labour.

Stone of a suitable kind there was in abundance, for the

ruins of the old French Mission station were very close to

the proposed site of the church. Old walls and foundations,

overgrown with grass and weeds and covered beneath the

dehris of fallen raw-brick walls were pointed out to us by
old men who remembered with grateful hearts the work of

M. Fredoux and others of the Paris Missionary Society.

I pointed out to our people that these stones laid by the

hands of the old missionaries would be the very thing, but

that it would cost about £15 or £20 to lay them bare and

dig them out of the foundations, and carry them to the site.

But why tpend that money when we could do it ourselves,

if we would all lend a hand? It was agreed that we should

do so, and that all the members of our church would do

what they could in additional subscriptions and free labour

to raise the building as cheaply as possible. My wife pro-

mised to be responsible for the doors and windows. The

men promised to give their services, and the neighbouring

church of Takoon offered to send a cont'ngent, and give a

helping hand at quajrying.



MOTITO OLD CHURCH.

MOTITO NEW CHURCH.
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In July of 1896 we began our work of quarrying stone,

a builder having meanwhile being found, but who after-

wards failed us. The people turned out well, much better

than I had expected ; and for a fortnight we worked

day after day, and by the end of that time had sufficient

stone for two sides of the church.

Then rinderpest broke out among the cattle, and I could

not get about among the people and superintend the work
;

but the native evangelist and the deacons led the others,

and soon we had sufficient stone to warrant our beginning

the building. But the rinderpest spread. Cattle died in

thousands, and all traffic was at a standstill. In those

villages where the disease had not appeared, the dreaded

scourge was daily expected. Everywhere the people seemed

paralysed, and so for mouths our work was delayed.

Agaiu we arranged to begin building in January, lcS97,

but, alas ! for all our plans, for the native insurrection took

place, and, although the people of Motito took no part in

the war, and I was able to move about freely in my district,

yet ^the builder, a coloured man, would not go, and so

months passed away again, and our hopes began to grow

dim, and we wo'^dered if ever we would see our church

erected.

Meanwhile we had been gathering money and remaking

plans. The money for doors and windows was secured by
means of a bazaar (the first held in native territory) ; the

Directors granted us a loan of £oO free of interest, and we
were eager to begin. But it was not till November of last

year that a new builder was found. He was a native of this

country. A start was made at the beginning of December,

and since then no time has been lost. The builder with his

labourers set to work, and members of the church led the

stone to the site. Others went to Vryburg, sought the

doors and windows, and wood for the rafters, and brought

them to the building with my oxen, as all their cattle were

dead. The iron for the roof was brought in the same way,

so that, when I returned from Committee in March and
went to Motito, I found the roof was on, and the builder

was finishing plastering the walls. For this work of build-

ing, roofing, and plastering his charge was £70—a very

moderate sum considering the work he had to do in build-

ing, &c., a church 54 feet long, 24 feet wide, and 12 feet

high.

But our church was not yet completed ; the floor needed

to be made, and the walls had to be whitewashed and
coloured. We had no money to buy flooring deals, so we
decided to make the floor of earth, plastered over with a

mixture of earth and cattle refuse. To this work the

women and girls readUy gave themselves, and a splendid

hard floor, warm and durable, was the result. The men
whitewashed the upper and the women coloured the lower

half of the walls.

On Sunday, June 5th, 1898, the church was ready

for opening. It was built to seat 300 people, and,

having no pews, we knew we coidd get that mmiber in.

Mr. Gould came to Motito to assist in the opening services.

Early in the morning—in fact, on the evening before—the

people, some coming forty miles, began to arrive, so that

when the bell rang for service a large company had

gathered, and there were still others seen wending their

way across the valley.

We gathered outside the church, and sang " Sweet hour

of prayer," after which prayer was offered, dedicating the

church to God, and praying that it might be in very truth

the House of God and home of the people. Then the doors

were opened, and the people flocked in, but all could not

get sitting or standing room ; 322 2)eople were counted, and

our hearts rejoiced as we saw many faces never before seen in

a i)lace of worship. Great was the attention, and loud, if

not always sweet, the voices of the jjcople as they sang the

praises. Joy was visible on the faces of many, and some

gave expression to it afterwards, saying, "Our hearts arc

fuU, verily, we have seen, and our souls rejoice and are

satisfied." Mr. Gould preached in the afternoon to a large

congregation.

Three members—two men and a woman—were received

into our fellowship, the two men by public confession of

faith and baptism, the woman, having been baptized in h€r

infancy, by confession only. One of the men was fi om the

Kalahari desert. He had come out to learn more about the

teaching of Jesus than could be learnt in his desert horn ^ ; and

having learnt he confessed and publicly testified to his faith

in Christ, and his vf\s\ to go back to the Kalahari and

there declare Jesus and the power of His salvation.

At the sacrament of the Lord's Supper eighty-four of us

sat down, remembering Him Who had saved us, and feeling

that surely He was with us Who said, " Go ye into all the

world," &c.

Our church is opened, and so have been the hearts of the

people. Some day we hope to have better results still to

declare, and to tell of a people building themselves more

firmly into a Christian community on the Eock Christ Jesus,

and of an awakening on the part of the heathen to the truth

of Christ.

Some day I may have to teU of the church being seated,

but not yet, for although the total cost is just a little imder

£200, we have that debt of £50, which we mean to try and

clear off within five years. But even with that debt I think

the people have done splendidly. No European hand except

my own has helped to build or decorate; and all—men,

women, and children—have done something to make the

building worthy of its calling.

'• Enlarue the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth

the curtains of thy habitation : spare not, lengthen thy cords,

and strengthen thy stakes ; for thou shalt break forth on the

right hand and on the left ; and thy seed shall inherit the Gen-

tiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited."—IsA. liv. 2, 3.
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BOOKS ON WISSIONARY TOPICS.
British Guiana

;
or, Work and "Wanderings among

THE Creoles and Coolies, the Africans and
Indians of the Wild Cototry. By the Rev. L.
Crookall, Author of " Books : How to Read and What
to Read," "Topics in the Tropics," &c. Illustrated.
(Loudon : T. Fisher Unwin, Paternoster Square. 1898.
iPrice 6s.)

A ruESENTABLE well got-up book, illustrated by a
numb-T of good engravings, some of them striking and
attractive, and containing chapter after chapter of chatty
information about the colony and its varied inhabitants. The
author has spent many years in Berbice as the pastor of
Providence Chapel, where he ministers to a very large
coloured congregation and has intimate personal acquaint-
ance with much that he describes. We wish he had omitted
the little jokes and yarns.

Missionaries at Work. By the Author of " Candidates
in Waiting." With Preface by the Rev. H. E. Fox,
M.A., Hon. 8ec. C.M.S. (London: Church Missionary
Society, Salisbury Square. Price Is. Gd.)

A LITTLE manual containing sympathetic, kindly, sound
Christian counsel, and marked by great practical wisdom
;ind " sanctified common sense." on a variety of topics which
irnmediatoly concern missionaries. The perils and possi-
bilities of the voyage, climate and health, domestic life, the
Tuoral condition of non-Christian lands, loyalty to the
Saciety, relations witli fellow-missionaries, language study
and examinations, work, marriage, relations to the foreign
community, the first furloiigh and the missionary's inner
life, are all judiciouslj^ and helpfully considered. M'ritten
for C.M.S. missionaries originally, the book will be ecpiully

useful to the r(>presentatives of dthpr societies. Young
missionaries especially should profit from it, but even experi-
enced men and women will find "Missionaries at Work "

profitable reading.

A Concise History of Missions. By Rev. Edwin
Mimsell Bliss, D.D. (New York, &c. : Fleming H.
Revell & Co.)

This interesting and handy volume is accurately described
by its title. It is a concise history of missions, and contains
a most useful epitome of the great forward movement of the
Church. Dr. Bliss is well acquainted with the history of

the past and has sTiilfuUy summarised it. He is familiar

also with the methods and operations of the various societies

fxisting to-day, and has given an admirable and complete
account of their work. It is no small achievement to have
pu*; iqto some 300 pages such a well-proportioned and, on
the whole, accurate statement of the general history of

missions, the development of the field and the organisation
and methods of mission n ork ; and we gladly recommend
the book to all who desire a fair and candid presentation of

missionary achievements, difficulties and problems. In a
second edition, which will probably soon be called for, a
few slips will no doubt be corrected and some additions

made. It was long after 1858 that our Queen was pro-
claimed Empress of India, and on this side of the Atlantic

the valuable services of missionary treasurers are entirely

gratuitous and women's work is, in general, an integral

part of the missionary societies. Among the home organisa-

tioDS such institutions as the Gleaners' I'nion of the C.M.S.
and our own Watchers' Band deserve at least brief mention.

PERSONAL NOTES.
/^HINA.—" The missionary work has made great strides this

^ year," writes Dr. Griffith John, of Hankow. ' Our own
sphere has grown immensely. Bat for the fewness of our men,
and the scantiness of our means, we might go on indefinitely

adding district to district. I have just received a letter from
Mr. Peng, Lan-SuDg, in which he speaks very hopefully of the

work in HuDan. He managed in passing through to put the

deed of our property in Heng Shan through the Yamen, so we
now have deeds duly stamped of property at both Heng Chow
and Heng Shan. Yesterday I received a present from the

Changsha prefect. He was the Heng Chow prefect till quite

recently, and has shown himself most friendly to Mr. Peng in

all his efforts to propagate the Gospel in and around Heng Chow.
As the Changsha prefect he is showing himself equally friendly.

He wants me to send him a photo of myself, promising at the

same time to send his in return."—The article, describing Dr.

Eliot Curwen's hospital work at Peking, which we quoted from

the Daily Telegraph in last month's Chronicle, was evidently

written by Mr. John EUerthorpe, who is a member of the Rev.

Bernard J. Snell's congregation at Brixton. Mr. EUerthorpe

has also visited Hankow, and our missionaries found him much
more sympathetic than the average journalist, so that further

interesting letters from his pen, dealing with mission work,

may be looked for.

India.—Bliss Gill, of Benares, is returning to England under

medical advice.—The Rev. Morris Thomas was compelled to seek

change by visiting the sanatorium at Kodai Kanal, having become

quite prostrated by low fever. Afterwards he was taken to

Bangalore, and was there ordered home immediately. *

Madagascar.—It having become increasingly evident that,

under the altered political conditions, the Mission at Fara-

fangana must be given up, it is very satisfactory to learn that

the Rev. C. Collins has been able to arrange for handing over

the Mission to the Norwegian Missionary Society. Mr. Collins

has removed to Ambobimandroso to take charge of Mr. Row-

lands' work during his absence in England. In another column

we give an account of Mr. Collins' farewell to his flock, and of

his impressions of his new work.

South Seas.—Having been laid aside by blood poisoning,

contracted while engaged in building operations, the Rev. J. J,

K. Hutchin found it necessary, in May last, to seek a change of

air by travelling to Sydney in the John Williams, The Rev.

John Jones, formerly of Marc, was at the time on a visit

to Rarotonga, and so helped to fill the vacancy, with the aid of

Mrs. Hutchin and Miss Large.—The Rev. S. M. Creagh and
Mrs. Creagh have safely reached their destination at Lifu.

Kii route Mr. Creagh visited his old station, Neche. "The
people there were very pleased to see me, as I to see them. My
friends would have been amused to see me being led about from
place to place by the hand by women. I found numbers of old

grey-headed men and women there, nearly all of whom I had

married, and whose children I had baptized ; now they are

grandfathers and grandmothers."—The Rev. J. H. Morley is

paying a health visit to Australia.

* But see the sad announcement on page 22S.
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The Editor makes hereby to thank Missionary Correspon-

dents for facts sent for this column of the CilR0NlCL3.

Perhaps no part of the magazine has proved more useful

and stimulating to numbers of the Watchers' Band and
C.E. Societies. Will all missionaries kindly keep this

column in mind, and jot down and send to the Editor post-

card and other notes of current events in their work By
so doing they will help many.

Intelligence should be posted so at to reach the Editor by

the lOth of the vionth preceding the ruw issue.

CHINA.

ME. BOX and Mr. Bitton visited the

.,.„ ...v^..- country stations to the south of

ING DESIUK Shanghai at the end of April and beginning

FOU TltUXll. of May, the tour occupying three weeks.

They say :
" Most of the large cities therein

were visited and were the scenes of preaching, a great

many books also being sold. All our centres of work in

this district are reached by boat, which fact alone makes the

carrying on of the work over so large an area with so small

a staff possible. For instance, one of our native preachers

has under his charge work in three walled cities and many
towns and villages. He has a parish containing over a

quarter of a million souls. Had he to walk to his scenes of

labour the work he now does were impossible. Even now,

were he multiplied tenfold, the labourers were insufficient.

We saw many signs of an increasing interest and an awaken-

ing desire for truth. Scholars were found in our congrega-

tions listening intently, and afterwards inquiring intelli-

gently and with apparent sincerity. The downfall of this

empire and its exposure of national ignorance is bringing

them to a rude and necessary awakening, and in many in-

stances they are turning to the teaching of the prosperous

West to learn the secret of national prosperity. Such

sesret is quickly told and wiUingly heard ; but the bondage

of centuries is not readily broken, though signs are not

wanting that the beginning of the end is at hand. At
Bingos an old scholar remarked to Mr. Box :

' In my
heart I have long believed the doctrine : it is true I ' Here

our preacher, when the shutters of the preaching room are

put up for the night, receives visits from the scholars of the

city, who come secretly to talk over the failure of China's

religion, and the ' new way.' The number of the Nicodemuses

in these cities where the Word is proclaimed is a hopeful

sign of the times. At another city—Singda—whilst selling

books, a native doctor came to the door of his shop and

exhorted the crowd to ' buy these, for they are good

books.' Then at Ming'on we were visited by two of the

young scholars of fbe city, seeking advice on educational

matters. This and a neighbouring township are collecting

money for the establishment of an institution for the teach-

ing of Western knowledge, and are seeking an Engli;h

principal. It is utterly impossible for us to go in—or even

help—to possess the land. The opportunities of educational

work are already beginning to pass out of our hands. A
Western education these people will have, and, if we can't

give it them, others will, to the lasting harm and discredit

of Christian effort in China. These are just a few of the

many incidents of our journey. We returned, feeling that

the field is ripening unto harvest, and that when ihe tido

turns it will be such that in our present weak state we shall

be uuable to guide it as we ought
;
feeling, too, how urgent

is the need for ' trained ' native preachers and teachers

who, in their day, may lead these people, now feebly open-

ing their eyes to the light, and feeling their impotence, into

the way of truth and power. We here in Shanghai should

be equipping men to meet the need now arising, and soon,

we believe, to be imperative."

Thk missionaries in Central China are

AHITIIMETIC A awaiting with some anxiety the reply

GREAT of the Board to their appeal for a distinct

DIFFICULTY. educational advance. Although awaiting

this reply before attempting anything on a

large scale, they have already commenced to teach geography

and arithmetic in their day schools, and generally to lift these

schools out of their old ruts. The beginning is a great diffi-

culty. "If," writes the Eev. C. G. Sparham, " our High
School is established, we shall hope to make it a Normal Col-

lege, and so provide our own schoolmasters from those who
have taken their entire course under our care, and who, we
may hope, will be thoroughly prepared for their work ; but

at present we have to make the best we can of existing

material. Two young men whom we employ at the Kia

Kiai and Hwang Ten Tsui Schools I was able to teach with-

out much difficulty, quite sufficient to enable them to start,

and they are now continuing their studies in Western

subjects in their spare time, doing capital work in the

schools at the same time ; but with some of the men who
are quite efficient, from the native point of view, it is very

different. I have two men from the country just now who
are finding the simple rules of arithmetic no Hght task,

although they are both scholars and shrewd men into the

bargain. The elder of them has very hazy notions of the

multiplication table, and these men, and nearly all who
come to arithmetic in middle life, find it almost impossible

to master the uses of the ' 0.' It stands for nothing, and

yet if omitted throws everything out ! One brother suggested

that it must have a special connection with the prince of the

power of the air, so intangible, but so troublesome, is it

!

However, we have much to encourage us. Bigger boys, and
boys of a better social position are coming to our schools

;
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and the progress that they are making is marvellous. The
hope that by-and-bye there will be a High School into

which the brightest boys may be drafted has, no doubt,

something to do with the vigour with which the boys are

working, for, while it is recognised that nothing is settled,

the main scope of our ideas is known, as they were
developed in consultation with some of our leading men,
and secrecy is not a strong point with the Chiaese."

SOUTH SEAS.
The island of Mangaia was visited by

ifOTES FROM terrible floods during the last rainy season,

MAJfGAiA. but we learn from the Eev. J. H. Cullen

that the people behaved splendidly in the

time of trouble. Some of them, of course, escaped with but

little damage, and they generously helped their neighbours,

who lost not only this year's crop, but the young shoots for

re-planting.—The new cottages for students, which were

occupied on Christmas Day, are proving of great sei-vice.

—

The school examinations have been very thorough, and, on

the whole, very satisfactory.—During their last financial year

the church raised a total of £167 12s. Id., or £4 9s. Id.

more than during the preceding year. Seven candidates

were admitted into the church at the last meeting, after a

lengthened probaiiou, and all give evidence of being sincere

and earnest Christians.

Mr. Cullen has kindly translated the

A LETTER Subjoined letter from Euatoka, a native

FROM of Mangaia, and the honoured represen-

RUATOKA. tative of that island at Port Moresby,

in New Guinea for twenty-seven years.

Ruatoka's name is familiar to readers of the Chronicle,

and his letter, which is characteristic of the man, will be

read with much interest:—"Port Moresby, March "iTth,

1898. To the three churches, the ministers and deacons,

the king, governors, chiefs, and brethren, to all the people

of Mangaia is this letter sent. May you all dwell in Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen. I am writing this letter to you
that we may greet one another at this time. I am still

living and doing the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. The

work is prospering at this season ; it is not as it was in the

years that are past— it is different now. The people are

diligent in observing the Sabbath ; the House of Prayer is

filled full at all the services in the early morning, and at

midday and in the afternoon ; there is not room within for

all the people, many sit outside. The people are now
seeking for the true life in Jesus Chri«!t

;
twenty-six will be

admitted to church membership in June. My fathers, the

spreading of the net of Jesus has been blessed in this place

where I dwell. The fish have come into the net, that is

His Gospel ; my heart is glad, and I rejoice within me. The
people have also collected missionary money amounting to

£38 5s. IHd. in the year that is past to help on the work of

God. When the month of May comes ro'md we shall

collect for this year ; it may be more this year, as I told

them to try and make it more than in the year that is past,

and they agreed that it should be so. My fathers, do not

cease from praying to God for this country, that His work

may greatly increase and encompass this whole land. My
heart rejoices because of our children, who have followed

me to Papua this year. There are five from Mangaia ; let

it be always thus, my yoimg brothers. Come, you young

men of Mangaia, to Papua; do not stay idle in Mangaia

eating taro until you are gorged. Come, bring your

strength to the work of Jesus ; don't stay eating taro there,

there is not blessing in that. My younger brothers, attend

to my thought ; it is my great desire that you should follow

me, that we may together spread the net of our Lord Jesus,

that is His Gospel, in all the parts of Papua where they

have not heard of Him who is our Life, that they may live

through faith in Him who died for us all upon the Cross,

even Jesus Christ. This is my thought and my desire for

all you young men of Mangaia. Do not fear the death that

overtakes the brethren and sisters who die in Papua.

Tuamingi's wife is dead, Maiti is dead, but theirs was a

good death. They stood on the battlefield of Papua. Let

not your eyes and your thoughts <arry over them; come,

come, this is my desire concerning you. It is enough.

May you dwell in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. From
" RtTATOKA."

MADAGASCAR.
The Rev. C. Collins has written a

CHANGING graphic account of his farewell to the

STATIONS. people of Farafangana and his journey to

Ambohimandroso, where he is now taking

the place of the Rev. T. Rowlands, while the latter is in

England. Mr. Collins 8a}'s :

—

" After having arranged with the Norwegian Missionary

Society to take over the Farafangana Mission, with its entire

staff of workers, Mrs. Collins and I prepared for our fare-

well meeting. It was held on Sunday, April 17th, and was

verv affecting. Just 100 were present—fifty males and fifty

females. I briefly described how the London Missionary

Society had commenced and carried on the mission, and that

we were now retiring iu favour of the Norwegian Mis-

sionary Society. Mr. Horne, of the Norwegian Missionary

Society, next followed, saying that he was pleased, on behalf

of his Society, to take up the work. MetosMa, our evan-

gelist, then rose, and said he owed everything to the London

Missionary Society, and that though our numbers were few.

a good, solid, lasting work had been done, the fruits of

which would some day surely appear. Others also spoke iu

similar strains. After the afternoon service groups of

church members, day and Sunday scholars, visited us, gave

us small presents of money, and sang their plaintive fare-

well hymn, which brought tears to our eyes. Thus closed

ten and a half years' London Missionary Society's service at

F;irafangana. Next day but one we were up at dawn, and.
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once more bidding good-bye to our more intimate native

friends, set out for Ambohimandroso, our new station, six

days' journey N.N.W. from Farafangana. On arriving

there Messrs. Rowlands and Rees and their estimable wives

soon made us forget the misery of our journey by their

warm welcome and kindness.

" There is quite a dififerent spiritual atmosphere at Ambo-

himandroso from what we had been accustomed to for years

at Farafangana. From heathen surroundings we were

plvmged into the midst of a strong, intelligent Christian

commimity. The contrast struck me at once, and to my
mind furnished a most powerful proof of the li\-ing reality of

missionary work when natives respond to the call of the

Saviour. Here are two churches under the Loudon Mis-

sionary Society, a large district looked after by God-fearing

and, in many cases, capable and intelligent evangelists, and

a whole host of schools and school teachers now imder the

care of the Paris Missionary Society. On every hand you

find evidences of Christ's saving work among these people.

" Two daj'S after our arrival I attended, Avith Mr. Row-
lands, a funeral of a native lady who had lived a consistent

Christian life. I went almost expecting a repetition of the

hideous scenes so familiar on the coast, accompanied by

tom-toms, rum drinking, immodest dances, &c. But what

did I see ? The body carried shoulder-high in a coliin, and

followed by 150 men and women, all neatly clad, and sing-

ing, as they wended their way, the hymns which the de-

ceased lady had loved in her lifetime. No absurd shriek-

ing and wailing, no pulling down the hair, no excitement,

all done decently and in order. All the women were in their

graceful white lambas, and as we went along the street to

the funeral service in the chapel, I was forcibly reminded of

those beautiful words, ' They shall walk with Me in white,

for they are worthy.'

" Last Sunday week's services were very impressive, for

Mr. and Mrs. Rowlands were to leave next morning for the

coast, in order to take their well-earned furlough in Eng-
land. A imited communion service was held in the morn-
ing, at which 300 members took part. In the afternoon,

before a united gathering of 400 people in the larger chapel,

Mr. Rowlands introduced me as his loaim tenena, and gave a
farewell address. The grief of the people at his departure
was evident on every hand. Yet they are glad not to be
left ' orphans ' while he is away, and welcomed Mrs. Collins
and myself -with warmth and joy."

Sale of Polynesian and Xew Guinea Curios.— As
announced in our last issue, a sale of these will take place at the

Mission House, on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, September

12th, 13th, and 14th, between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. each day. The
curios consist of fibre mats of all sizes, spears, clubs, bows, and

other weapons, coral and shells, baskets, hats and fans of many
shapes, native garments, necklaces, and armlets, household

utensils, models, &c., &o., ancient and modern. All letters of

inquiry should be addressed to Miss J. M. Balgarnie, at the

Mission House.

T F it is given to those who have entered into rest to behold from

the heights of heaven the labours of their successors, the

first missionaries to Tahiti must have rejoiced, indeed, to see the

crowded assenablies of believers, from all the districts and all the

islands, which filled the church of Papeete during our jubilee

festival. For eight consecutive days, from seven o'clock in the

morning till nine o'clock in the evening, there were services

almost without interruption, but without seeming to tire those

who were present. European missionaries, native pastors, chiefs,

deacons, simple church members—all were eager to speak with

thankfulneps to God of the great things accomplished in these

islands bj' the Gospel. The following is the list of the subjects

which were successively treated during the week :—Monday

—

Tahiti and Moorea under heathenism. Tuesday—The first mis-

sionaries and their labours, until 1812. Wednesday—Tahiti and

Moorea accept Christianity. Thursday—The Tahitan churches

from 18rj to 1862. Friday—The work of the missionaries of

the Paris Missionary Society. Saturday—The present state of

the Tahitan churches, their defects, and the means to remedy

them.

A magnificent day, and one of special blessing, was the one

on which we visited the shores of the beautiful Bay of Matavai,

and the very place where the first missionaries landed a hundred

years ago. We seemed to feel in our midst the spirits of these

first pioneers of the Gospel. Nothing was wanting to this

beautiful festival ; the little steamer which brought a part of

the guests from Papeete gHded over a peaceful sea which was

scarcely ruffled by a light breeze ; a radiant sun shone in a sky

such as you only see in Oceania, and the inhabitants of the

district had spared nothing to receive their guests worthily.

. . . We are certain that for the church of that district and

for all the churches of Tahiti, this jubilee festival has been an

abundant source of blessing ; and we who are missionaries have

received strong encouragement from it. Our natives, in general,

do not show gratitude much ; but on this occasion they made a

point of expressing often, and in terms of emotion, the gratitude

with which their hearts are full to Him who has drawn them

out of the darkness in which they were vegetating, to their

brethren in Europe who have sent them the messengers of glad

tidings, and to all those who have devoted themselves to bring-

ing them light and life. And now our friends have returned

each to his own district or his own island, to tell their fellow-

countrymen the great things which they have heard and seen,

and to celebrate in their own churches fresh jubilee festivals.

—

Journal dcs Missions Uvangelif/ues.

M. Elisie Escande thus reports on his first year of work

in the Ambositra district of Madagascar :— I have not yet

succeeded in re-establishing Protestant worship in every place

where it was formerly celebrated. I have asked for all the
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churches to be restored, and have taken possession of those !

which have been restored, that is of eleven out of forty-four. I
j

have received a promise that on July 1st all the churches shall

be restored to me where, at the time of my arrival, a Catholic
j

church was in course of construction, and all tho=e where I

have a school containing twenty children. I hope that before

that date the efforts of the Committee will have led the Minister

to send a telegram ordering the restitution of all the wrongly
occupied churches. My present efforts are concentrated on the

j

spiritual state of the churches. Having learnt that formerly

the churches of each section met amongst themselves once a

month, for spiritual edification, I have asked that this excellent

habit should be resumed. To-day I have eight of these unions

organised or projected. It is impossible to relate all the good I

which they are already doing.— Journal dcs Missions Ecan-
j

geliqucs.

j

Dr. Borehgkevink writes from Madagascar that the mis-

sionary outlook of the Norwegian missions is now favourable in

all directions. In Ambatclampy district, which had lately been

the weakest part, a French lieutenant has been appointed as

governor, who shows perfect impartiality between Protestants

and Catholics. " Our old persecutor, the native governor at

Ambatolampy, sees it is time to take in a reef in his sails, and

has been going about rebuking the Catholics with downright

hard words for their persecuting spirit I In Ilaka, where only

four or five children dared to come to school at our last visit, we
now have at leost six hundred children, and a great number of

grown-up Christians have ventured to return to us. ... It

ii particularly encouraging that in two districts where the per-
|

secutions of the Jesuits have been specially severe (Soatanana
|

and Fihasinana), we have never, in any year, had so rich a

harvest of baptisms as in the midst of these very persecutions.

—

yoroli Migsionstidende.

The annual report of the Basle Missionary Society on its

Indian work may be summed up as follows :—Little success

among the South Mahratta, rather more in the middle of the

Kanarese districts, but a strong and successful development in

Malabar. Though the plague only touched a portion of the

South Mahratta district, its effects on commerce, and the famine
which followed it, have been a great hindrance to mission work. I

The South Mahratta appears to be as hard and unimpressionable
j

as before. Only two adults were baptised among them during
;

the year. In the Kanarese district there were seventy-eight

baptisms ; but great indifference, and even growing hostility,
|

are reported. The ordination of four catechists for this district,
|

which has just taken place, promises great future usefulness.

The reports from Malabar, on the other hand, are joyful and
|

stimulating. There is life, movement, awakening, among the
heathen, and a fresher air is breathing through the churches.

Ten years ago it was no better in Malabar than it is now in

Kanara ; but now the progress, both outward and inward, of

our Malabar mission churches is manifest.— Dir Erangelischv

Heidenhotr. ^
OBDIXATION.

On Tuesday, July l!ith, Mr. -Mbevt E. Jcnninj^^, who has boon appointed to

mission work iit Barkly West. Soutli Africa, reeeiwd liis ordination at New
Court f'hnpel, ToUinston Park. The meetinif was presided over by the Hcv.

(i. Cainplx'll Mor).'iin. The Rev. 1!. Wardlaw Thomjison, Foreif^n Secretiiiy,

described the field of Inborn- ; the questions were asked by the IJcv. J. t ssian

Davies : and the chartre ^ven by the Rev. Prof. W. V. Adeney, M.A. 'Ihe

Rev. 'William Pierce gave an address on the claims of foreign missions on the

Church

DEATH OF REY. J. CILMOURS ELDER SON.

WE deeply regret to announce the deith of the late Hev. J.

Cxilmour's elder son—James Prankard Gilmour—caused by
his accidentally falling over the cliff at the VVhite Rocks, Port-
rush, North Antrim, on Sunday afternoon, July 17th. At the
time he was visiting the locality with his uncle, Mr. Alexander
Gilmour, of Hamilton, Lanark. Deceased was born at Peking, in
April, 1S77. When nine years old, his mother died, and, along
with his younger brother, he went to reside with Mr. Alexander
Gilmour at Hamilton, and attended St. John's Grammar School.
He was afterwards educated at the School for Sons of Mission-

aries at Blackheath. Having finished his studies there, he
returned to Hamilton and attended the High School at Glasgow
for two years. Last November he entered on his medical studies

at Glasgow University, and had been very successful in his

examinations, having taken the third ploce in practical botany
this summer. He was a member of the Y.M.C.A., and taught in

the Sabbath-school in connection with St. James' Congregational
Church, and had many qualities which seemed to point to a
useful career. On the morning of the day he was killed he
attended the Presbyterian Church, when an address was given
by a missionary who had met his father on board ship going to

China. The friends of the deceased were greatly indebted for

the kindness shown by Mr. P. M. Kirkpatrick, town clerk, who
was also a visitor at Portrush, and who, on hearing of the sad

accident, very kindly rendered all the assistance in his power,

especially with the transmission of the body to Hamilton, and in

many other ways.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
DEATHS.

Gii.Moiin.—On .Tidy 10th, accidentally, at Portrush, Xorth Antrim, James,

the eldest son of the late Rev. J. Gilmour, of Mongolia, in his •I'ia^ year.

WiLLOuoHBv.—On July "ilst, at Briffhton, Grace, the infant daughter of

the Rev. W. C. Willo\ighby, of South Africa.

KI.I..V.—On June -Ihlh, at Petersham, Sydney, Eliza Catherine, the wife 0

the Rev. S. Ella, late of the Loyalty Islands Missitm.

Cami'Uki.l.—On Jidy 'i'ind, at Jamniulamadugu, South India, Mary Howard,

only daughter of Rev. W. H. and E. M. Campbell, age 1 year and i) months.

Jill cahlfgram as going to press,

MATHEn.—On July 11th, in Central Africa, Mr. C. B. Mather, L.R.C.S.,

L.R.C.P., in his lOtb year.

TnoMAs.—On August 14th, at Madras, South India, the Rev. Mon'is Thomas,

of A'izagupatam, in his 47th year.

ARRIVALS.
Miis. AsHTON, widow of the late Rev. W. Ashton, of Ba,rkly, Couth Africa,

per steamer Xorlmm CaMc, July 26th.

Mu. "W. Drapkh, from L'bamiio, Cexthai. Akru a, per Gennm racket,

August '2nd.

Kev. W. C. Willououby, from Piialapvk, South Ai rut A, per steamer

Carisbrooke Caslle, August 4th.

DEPARTURE.
Rev. Albert E. Jennings and Mrs. Jennings, appointed to Barkly

West, South Afiiica, embarked at Southampton, per steamer Gascon, July

•i.'Srd.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.
It is requested that all Contributions, Remittanees, and Payments bt

made to the Rkv. A. N. JonNSON, MA, Home Secretary, 14, BlomlUld

Street, Loiidtn, B.C.; and that, if any portion o/ these gifts is desigiied

for a special objeot. full particulars of the place and purpose may be given.

Cheques should be erossed Banh of Bngland, and Post-offloe Orders made

pai/abU at the Oentral Post Offlxe,

All orders for ifiiisi(mary Boxen. Colleeting Boohs, Cards. Mag:i*ines, te,

thould be nddres'td lo -he Kbv. SlOBOH OODilKi, BJUjrti! Srcrtlary.H

£ium/kM ^trrtl, Loniton, R.J.

T«l«sraphle Acldr«*B-MIS8IOnARY, LONOOM.
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